
 
 

TEVRA TIMES  –  March 2016 
 

FROM THE BOSS 
 

I am using this time off to catch up on some long awaited paperwork including this newsletter and 

restructuring some of the classes. We have decided that the newsletter will be published at the 

beginning of each season instead of bi monthly. Please, if you have anything you wish to include 

please feel free to send it to me. Could be articles to buy or sell, interesting happenings, your view 

on how training your dog has made a difference etc. 

 

Thanks to Nicky Roughton and Kim Lindsay our Tevra Facebook page is under 

reconstruction and should soon be up and running. I have had to succumb to 

modern social media and ensure that this page is made more use of so please keep 

a look out for this page and make sure you “Like” us. There will be an increase in 

information and results along with some training tips on this Facebook page. 

 
Please read an article further in this newsletter regarding consistency of training 

and while doing so put yourself into your dog’s position. So many times I see 

handlers who have worked so hard in class at say loose lead walking arriving at 

class the following week or even worse leaving class the same day as the lesson 

with the dog pulling like a train on the lead.  Grrrrrhhhh!! 

 

Well take care everyone and as the weather starts to get colder and the nights 

darker please do try to keep up the exercise of your dog. Would you like to spend 

all day in one room day after day? 
 

Janice Kirk 
Owner/Director 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 CANCELLATIONS 

 

Please please please check your emails regularly for any cancellations. Don’t just assume that 

training will be on. I need to make the call first thing in the morning and sometimes the weather 
does clear but by then it is too late to change so for the sake of checking it may save you a wasted 
trip. The weather pattern at Ouruhia Domain is often quite different to both Christchurch and 
North Canterbury so please don’t assume that because it is raining in your part of town that it is 
also raining at Ouruhia. Leithfield seems to have a weather pattern all of its own. 
  

Please be sure 

to read right 

through the 

newsletters and 

not just the 

parts relating 

to your classes. 

You never know 

what little 

tidbits you may 

find!! 

 



Also can you please ensure that you have given me the email address you can and do access in 
weekends? 
  
It would also help if you could please acknowledge that you have received the notification? 
  
Gail will contact the Rally people by text. Please be sure to acknowledge her text. 
 
Janice  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 CLASS PAYMENTS 

  
As the classes are growing so fast it is becoming quite a nightmare keeping track of the class 
payments so where possible I will mark off the payments at the start of the class, as I often 
become too busy talking to someone as the class ends and then just collect the payments without 
writing them down. So if you could be sure to pay me before your class actually starts that would 
be very helpful. 

 
DIRECT CREDIT PAYMENTS 

 
While it is always much easier for you to make payment by direct credit it can become a bit of a 
headache for your instructors. Direct Credit payments are to be made on the day of training as it 
is becoming increasingly difficult chasing up non-payments not made - usually for genuine 
reasons. 
 
It would be very much appreciated if you could please note the two bank account details: 
  
Tevra Agility, Tevra Companion Certificate: 03 1585 0102954 025  
  
All other payments including purchases: 02 0852 0002778 00 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

COMPETITIVE TRAINING INFORMATION: 
 

First of all, congratulations to Elizabeth Gill whose Golden Retriever Asti became 
an Obedience Champion at Christchurch Dog Training Club in February. 
Elizabeth so deserves this as she travels up from Oamaru for most of the shows 
as well as for training. They had a boomer weekend winning Test C on both 
Saturday and Sunday! 
 
Several of you have moved up to new tests and are still currently feeling your 
way around or still waiting to compete. There is a bit of a break at the moment 
after a very busy January to March time. 
 
Training will continue on Wednesdays at various locations so please check your 
emails on Tuesday evenings to confirm whereabouts. There will be no training 
on Wednesday 6th April as both Carol and I will be preparing to head up to 
Wellington to the Forest Micke seminar which we are both very much looking 
forward to. 
 
As there are very few competitions during June and July I have decided to stop 
Wednesday training for those two months. The last training date will be 

Wednesday 1st June and we will recommence on 3rd August in time for the spring shows. During this time if 
you wish to have training you are welcome to join the Friday group which trains from our property on a 
Friday morning. 

Elizabeth and Asti (check out 

Asti's smile!!) 



 
Our Friday morning sessions are also going well as long as I keep the ladies (and one gentleman) on track 
and stop them eating all the yummy morning teas that turn up! There will be no break for these people as 
most of them have young dogs preparing to go into the ring in the spring. 
 
Saturday morning group training will continue at 9.00 am apart from the following dates: April 9th, May 7th, 
21st. 
 
Happy training 

Janice 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

AGILITY CLASS  
 
Saturday agility is at  10.15 am  from now on, class is going well with very good attendance. You 
all look like you are enjoying yourselves. 
 
I do have to mention the youngest member of the class Annie, who has really impressed me with 
her little dog Stella. They have a great bond between them and work very well. 
 
I would like to remind you all here to please stay off the equipment unless you are under 
instruction, this is for safety reasons. Also sometimes equipment scares dogs and you can put 
them off completely by training wrong. 
 
If anyone else is interested in agility contact me, we will start another class for newbie's. 
 
If I have enough interest I will also be taking agility training on a Sunday morning from Leithfield 
at 10.00 am. This will start on 17th April so please let me know if you wish to attend. The cost will 
be $15.00 per session. 
 
Please also contact me by text or email if you cannot attend. We will let you know by 8.30 am if 
training is cancelled due to weather. 

Colin 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

TEVRA COMPANION CERTIFICATE CLASS 
 

These classes are held on Saturdays from Ouruhia and Sundays from 
Leithfield and are designed to give handlers and dogs who have good 
basic control over their dogs something to work towards. 
 
Saturday Classes: 
 
We have had a lot of time off lately with competitive obedience shows 
falling on our training dates, I am pleased to be able to tell you that 
there are classes all of April but there will be 2 dates in May that there 
will be no training so mark them on your Calendar. They are 7th May 
and 21st of May. 
 
Classes are going well at present but I do need to ask you if you are 
unable to attend please flick me a text or an email. We will contact you 
by 8.30 am if class is cancelled due to weather. 

 
Barbara 

Arran and Mandy on 
completion of Tevra 

Companion Certificate 



 
I have copied an article written by one of our obedience ladies a couple of years back to stress 
how much training can "save" your dog. You can read this article at the end of this report. 
 
Sundays: 
 
Most of our 9.30 am class have almost completed their certificate which is really good. Some of 
the dogs in this class have been quite challenging for their owners who have worked so hard to 
achieve the exercises required. This group have formed a really good bond providing great 
support to each other over the months. Thank you very much also to Colin for providing their 
agility training and to Barbara for helping with the assessments. As several of you do not want to 
leave us when your certificate class is completed we are looking at offering you agility or rally 
training if there are enough people to warrant this. 
 
Our 10.30 am class has now been combined with some of the 11.30 am class and you will all be 
working towards this certificate with both Barbara and I taking this class. Those new to this class 
will receive their paperwork containing the syllabus and progress card at training on 3rd April. 
 

No training on Sunday April 10th, and May 22nd unless otherwise advised. 
 
Janice 

 
TRAINING PAYS OFF! 

 

A short while ago my dog Midge and I were in the North Island. We were in a Motel which was 

close to a large Domain, very useful for exercise! 

 

The large area had a small track running up beside it and at one place across from the track was a 

“Poo Bin". One day walking her at the Domain I needed to go across to that bin. Midge came with 

me. After depositing the bag I turned and crossed back. Midge was beside me but suddenly found a 

scent and turned back. I turned and called her. She started to come but a car suddenly appeared on 

the track. I immediately “Downed her”. She stopped and dropped. The driver also stopped but I 

then waved him on while Midge was down. 

 

I was so pleased for the training in making her go “DOWN.”  It certainly paid off.!! 

 

Janet Cornelius 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

RALLY–O 
Rally has continued with good attendance. Handlers are becoming more and more adept at correctly 
interpreting the signs, keeping me on my toes to present them with more challenging courses!! 
 
A couple of weekends ago I was house sitting at the beautiful property belonging Jenny and Grant 
Mcfadden (Gretchen’s parents) and they graciously gave me permission to run the Saturday training from 
their lovely property.  It was a stinking hot day, and the beautiful Golden Oaks provided very welcome 
shade!!  



 
 
(Would have taken the photo under trees – but the shade was too dark!!) 
 
The weekend of 12/13 March, Melinda Williams, Anna Thompson and I had a 
great weekend competing in a quadruple Rally event in Ashburton. The weather 
was fantastic, the grounds beautiful and the company crazy!! There were many 
laughs and much hilarity, even though some teams were not exactly at their 
best!!  However, Melinda and Marnie put in some beautiful work with Marnie 
gaining her final qualification for the Rally Excellent title!! Well done both of 
you!! 
 
 
Due to competitions there will be no Rally training: 
9 April (but we may look at Sunday 10th instead will let you know), 23 April, 7 
May and 28 May (but we may look at Sunday 29th instead will let you know). 

 
Gail 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CANINE GOOD CITIZEN (CGC) 

 
 

These classes are held on Saturdays from Ouruhia (9.15am) and Thursdays (10.00 am) from 

various locations and are designed for dogs that will be trained to remain calm in all situations. 

CGC is a New Zealand Kennel Club recognised award which falls into four categories - 

Foundation, Bronze, Silver and Gold. 

 

Congratulations to Dianne Le Pine with Lacey, and Kim Willems with Jess who last week passed 

their foundation and then along with Ann Coulson with Watson and Jan Haley with Astro went on 

to also qualify for bronze. Well done ladies. Thank you so much also to Steve and Pam who helped 

out on the day 

 

The next assessment dates for CGC will be May 14th, 15th and October 1st and 2nd 

 

Marnie RE 



 
Jan and Astro, Anne and Watson, Kim and Jess, Dianne and Lacey, Lucy Sandford-Reed (Assessor) and Bracken 

Janice 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

PET DOG MANNERS CLASSES 
 
Again this year this class has been very popular with approximately 80% of handlers who attend 

the initial one on one session continuing on into these groups. Hence sometimes it takes a bit of 

organising to keep continuity within these classes. To this end I would ask you to please always 

feel free to contact me if you feel that you are in a group that does not meet your needs either 

because you feel that it is too advanced or not advanced enough for you. We do try to 

accommodate our handlers as best as possible. The same applies if you are caught up with seasonal 

sports. 

 

We have a new group starting on the 2nd April at 11.00 am (Ouruhia Domain) and 3rd April at 11.30 

am (Leithfield). I would like to welcome you to this class and please if you are a member of this 

group but cannot make it due to other commitments at that time please do let me know. 

 

A number of this group have now moved on to work towards either their Canine Good Citizens 

(CGC) certificates or the Tevra Companion Certificate. Once you have good basic control over 

your dog you will be offered training for these certificates. 

 

Please note: NO TRAINING ON THE FOLLOWING DATES FOR THE PET DOG MANNERS 

CLASSES UNLESS OTHERWISE ADVISED:  

 

Saturdays: April 9th, May 21st. 

 

Sundays: April 10th, May 22nd. 

 
 

Janice Kirk 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

TEVRA TRAINERS CONTACT DETAILS: 
  

Janice Kirk:  03 314 7561 027 457 0819  tevra@clear.net.nz 
Alastair Kirk:  03 314 7561 027 506 4225  kirka@clear.net.nz 
Gail Hamling    021 105 3255  ravencoat@xtra.co.nz 
Barbara Broadhurst: 03 944 4759 027 563 4500  barlin@clear.net.nz 
Colin Broadhurst: 03 944 4759 027 563 4500  barlin@clear.net.nz 
Steve Kenmare  03 313 7125 022 071 8065  stevenkenmare@yahoo.com 
Margaret Van Oosten 03 343 2611 027 423 9696  marvo@xtra.co.nz 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



 
TEVRA BOARDING/DAY CARE KENNELS 

 
We have now finished the main extensions to our kennels 

(though I‘m sure more will appear from time to time!!).  We 
are keeping the number of dogs limited, with a preference 
towards dogs that are trained in the Tevra system and are 

therefore socially well behaved dogs able to play together in 
the paddock when not resting in their kennels.  

We have five fully fenced areas, plus the tennis court for them 
to run in, all with shaded areas for those hot (or wet!!) days. 
Most of you will have seen them but those who haven’t are 

welcome to come and view by appointment. 
 
 

   
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
FOR SALE 

 
I have a range of products for sale. If I haven’t already got it, I can usually get it, and as I don’t 

have the overheads that the shops have, I can get it a lot cheaper!! This includes food, kennels and 

runs. 

 

Kennel and run (4 available) $400 each. Available end of April. 

 

Suitable for large dogs. 

 

Professionally made, lined kennels with lids that lift up for easy 

cleaning. Excellent condition.  

 

These are the kennels currently occupied by my dogs, who will 

shortly be shifting into new accommodation sheds. 
Contact Janice. 

 
 
Dog Jackets  
 
Similar to this one. Good quality, waterproof, warmly lined. Available in other 
colours. Very reasonably priced. Most sizes. Other types available. Contact 

Janice. 
 

  



 
TRAINED VERSUS WELL BEHAVED 

 
I was talking to a student of mine, whose dog is very well trained, about how people think 
we are somehow being unfair to the dog by having them comply to our cues at all times. 
This student is awesome at understanding that the rules are the rules always and 
everywhere. Not just when it's convenient for her to enforce them.  

 

“I think it's brutally unfair to a dog to be changing the rule day to day on a whim, 
depending on how you feel at the moment. Can you imagine how you'd feel getting into 
your car not knowing if the stop sign meant "stop" today. If the police officer gave you a 
ticket today for stopping at the same stop sign he gave you a ticket yesterday for not 
stopping at. You wouldn't know if you were to stop or not. Think how stressful it would be 
to live in a house where today I can sit on the couch but tomorrow I might not be allowed 
to. 

 

Having a well-trained dog means training that dog everywhere. No matter how much my 
dog may want to leave the vet's office or how late the vet may be behind schedule, my 
dog still has to wait for permission to go through the doorways, every doorway, every time. 
When I'm with my dog I am committed to that dog no matter how much it may 
inconvenience myself or someone else.” 

 
This student's neighbor accused her of not letting her dog be a dog but quite the opposite 
is true. Well-trained, well behaved dogs get to go places and do stuff that their untrained 
counterparts are never allowed to do. They are allowed to be part of the family gatherings, 
they can run off leash because they come when called they get to go to the beach, the 
park and the softball games.  

 

Well trained dogs have a lower stress level because they don't have to worry about the 
people in their lives routinely going off the nut and yelling and screaming (or worse) at 
them for doing something that they've done for the past six weeks with nary a blink of any 
eye. But now for some unknown reason the same behavior has become taboo. Talk about 
unfair. 

 

 


